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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 A liquid masking composition comprising: 

from about 2 to about 50 percent by weight of polyvinylpyrrolidone; 
a water soluble plasticizer at a polyvinylpyrrolidone to plasticizer 
ratio of between about 0.5 to 1 to about 5 to 1; 

from 0 to about 8 percent by weight of at least one surfactant; 
from 0 to less than 16 percent by weight of a saccharide; and 
sufficient water to total 100 percent by weight. 

A liquid masking composition, as set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
pl asticizer is selected from the group consisting of polyhydroxyalcohols. 

A liquid masking composition, as set forth in claim 2, wherein said 
plasticizer is glycerine. 

A , iq uid masking composition, as set forth in clatm », wherein said 
polyvinylpyrrolidone has a molecular weight distribution between about 
200,000 and about 500,000. 

A Hutud masking composition, as set forth in claim 4, wherein said liquid 
masking composition comprises from about 3 to about 10 percent by weight 

polyvinylpyrrolidone. 

A liquid masking composition, as set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
surfactant is selected from the group consisting of nonionic, amphoteric and 
anionic surfactants having a hydrophihedipophihe value of about 9 to 14. 
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A liquid masking composition, as set forth in claim 6, wherein sard 
surfactant is selected from the group consisting of amphoteric surfactants, 
silicone surfactants, and mixtures thereof. 

A liquid masking composition, as set forth in claim 1, further comprising at 
feast one tokening agent selected from the group consisting of 
polyacrylates, magnesium silicates, polyvinyl alcohol, fumed silicas, guar 
gum. and hydroxymethylcellulose. 

A liquid masking composition, as set forth in claim 8, wherein said at least 
one thickening agent is present in an amount up to about 8 percent by 
weight with the proviso that polyvinyl alcohol may be present in an amount 

up to 2.4 percent by weight. 

A liquid masking composition, as set forth in claim 9, wherein said at least 
one thickening agent is a polyacivlate. 

A liquid masking composition, as set forth in claim 1, wherein said 
plasticizer is glycerine, said surfactant is at least one compound selected 
from the group consisting of silicone surfactants, amphoteric surfactants, 
and mixtures thereof, and additionally comprising a polyacrv.ate thickener 
in an amount up to about 2 percent by weight. 

A method for protecting selected surfaces from paint in painting operations 

comprising: 

applying a liquid masking composition to selected surfaces of an 
object where paint subsequently applied is not desired; 

allowing said liquid masking composition to dry, forming a film; 
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6 painting said object, whereby surfaces carrying said film are 

7 protected from the application of paint; and 

8 removing said film, wherein said liquid masking composition 

9 comprises: 

10 from about 2 to about 50 percent by weight of polyvinylpyrrolidone; 

a water soluble plasticizer at a polyvinylpyrrolidone to plasticizer 
ratio of between about 0.5 to 1 to about 5 to 1; 

from 0 to about 8 percent by weight of at least one surfactant; 
from 0 to less than 16 percent by weight of a saccharide; and 
sufficient water to total 100 percent by weight. 

1 13 A method for protecting selected surfaces from paint, as set forth in claim 

2 12, wherein said plasticizer is selected from the group consisting of 

3 polyhydroxy alcohols. 

, 14 . A method for protecting selected surfaces from paint, as set forth in claim 
2 13, wherein said plasticizer is glycerine. 

! 15 A method for protecting selected surfaces from paint, as set forth in claim 
12 wherein said surfactant is selected from the group consisting ol 
noniomc, amphoteric and anionic surfactant having a hydrophilic-Hpophilic 
value of about 9 to 14. 

A method for protecting surfaces from paint, as set forth in claim 15, 
wherein said surfactant is selected from the group consisting of amphoteric 
surfactants, silicone surfactants, and mixtures thereof. 
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12, wnerein me - . no i va crylates, 

\ ■ ,«nt selected from the group consisting ot poly* 7 

hydroxymethylcellulose. 

17. -rem -U> at !e« one th.cKemng ^ ^ ^ may 
bepreS o„ tl nana m oun t up t o2.4 P e r cen t by W e, 8ht . 

. traces torn paint, as set forth in claim 

A method for protect — — ^ 
12 , herein satd liquid masKmg co.up^- ^ 

, lom about 3 to about 10 percent by wetg 
pdyvmylpyrrolidone; rf e . 

, om about 1 to about 10 ^ ^ ^ 

from 0 to about 2 percent by we.ght P 



agent; 



\ rom about 0, to about 2 percent b> we, g bt of an ampbotenc 
^""tmaboutO.toaboutlpercentbvwetghtofa.hcone surfactant; 



and 



sufficient water to total 100 percent by weight. 
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i , Pf l surhces of goods from the deposition of 

— — 

, d nr or other contaminants, comprising: 

— -- 

■ sa ld film are protected from the deposition of dut, oil, g 

tar, or other contaminants; and 
removing said film, 

i ;: m 0 t o ! es Stha n 1 6pe rc en tb ywe lght o fa sacc ha n d e; a n d 
sufficient water to totalis percent by weight. 

^ of rlaim 21, wherein said 

i rf rliim 22 wherein said 
23 . The method for protecting surfaces o. gooc, oi da,m 

plasticizer is glycerine. 

■1 rf>Him21 wherein said liquid 

; ::::=::rr:r-::— - - 



... „, hn a fcr nrotecttng surtax of goods of darn, 2!. wheretn said 

3 silicone surfactants and mixtures thereof. 

from about 3 to about 10 percent by wergh 

.... o „„ M hv wefcht of a polyacn-late thtckemng 

from u lo auuut - 

,1 SUrf Tla b outO,toabout 1 pcrcentb y we lsh tofa S1 Hcone S urtacta„t ; 
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and . , 

sufficient water to total 100 percent by weight. 



2 to be protected are motor vehicles. 
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